WELCOME ADDRESS BY THE EXECUTIVE MAYOR
DURING THE DISTRICT SUMMIT ON THE REVIEW OF
THE PROVINCIAL GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGY (PGDS), 18 SEPTEMBER 2009 AT THE PARK
HOTEL, MOKOPANE

Programme Director,
Mayors and Speakers,

Chairpersons of Portfolio Committees on Planning and Economic
Development,

Traditional leadets,
Municipal Managers,

Senior Managers from both National and Provincial government
departments,

Distinguished leaders of the Business Community,
Distinguished leaders of Organised Labour,
Distinguished leaders of our Civil Society Organisations,
Leaders of Political Organisations represented,

Ladies and gentlemen.

A VERY GOOD MORNING,

It is an honour and privilege to open and welcome you to our District
Growth and Development Summit today, which is held approximately five
months after the new government administration. To me it represents a
decisive moment in the Limpopo Province and the Waterberg District’s
socio —economic and political development.



Once again the provincial administration has created a platform for
government to engage with our social partners to agree on innovative and
bold steps to address the socio economic challenges the province and
districts currently confronts.

Growth 1s a necessary condition for the achievement of a wide range of
objectives that people and societies care about. One of them is obviously
poverty reduction, but there are even deeper ones. Health, productive
employment, the opportunity to be creative, all kinds of things that really
matter to people seems to depend heavily on the availability of resources and
income, so that they do not spend most of their time desperately trying to
keep their families alive.

To that end, Programme Director, provincial administration has embarked
on a comprehensive and far-reaching review of the Provincial Growth and
Development Strategy (PGDS), which will provide the framework for
planning and implementation of the programmes of provincial government,
municipalities, the private sector, organised labour and civil society. It has
always been our desire to have the product we are tabling here today
presented to our partners and stakeholders much earlier, however, owing to
our capacity limitations, this proves to be a formidable challenge.

Ladies and gentlemen, the Provincial Growth and Development Strategy
gives direction for the whole province and its entire people over the next ten
years. Itis not only a government strategy, but comprehensively addresses
the formulation of a common vision, goals and objectives of what should be
achieved, and the policy and strategy of how government and its social
partners should go about in making things happen.

The strategy establishes the foundation blocks from where the Medium Term
Programme of Action is negotiated in partnership with a variety of role
players and stakeholders in the province and forms the benchmark from
where progress and achievements are.



With the current process to review the PGDS,; I believe the province will
review the orientation of the overarching economic and social development
strategy in line with the emerging global trends of economic decline, the
rising input costs and inflation as well as the aggressive global market
competition.

The provincial perspective should have an emphasis on what the
implications of fostering rural development are and how they should be
unpacked in the context of the National Spatial Development Perspective
(NSDP) which will provide the basis of the next phase of planning for the
new MTSF.

Programme Director, 1 am of the opinion that the summit today will provide
a platform for us to jointly craft a PGDS that supports integrated planning
and cooperative implementation of programmes and projects. There is also a
necessary condition to harness the capabilities and energies of all the agents
and institutions that play a role in the development of our district, in order to
achieve a better life for all in the coming decade. Without integrated planning
frameworks and coordinated implementation, we will not effectively address
the challenges of poverty, inequality and unemployment.

The persistent of poverty is a reminder to us all that the apartheid legacy
weighs heavily in our country, province and district. However we must also
acknowledge that substantial progress has been made in addressing poverty
through the rolling out of social grants and the provision of essential services,
including health, education, water, sanitation and electricity.

There is substantial evidence that unemployment lies at the heart of poverty.
It is the absence of wage income that characterises poor households, which
depends on remittances, pensions or grants. Unemployment is also a brake
on growth.



Ladies and gentlemen, as the purpose of this summit is to review the PGDS,
it is important that government ‘s perspective frames the discussion and
provides a platform for the debate and discussion that is to take place during
the commissions. The provincial administration’s approach to socio
economic policy is framed by the national policy, including Accelerated
Shared Growth Initiative for South Africa (ASGISA), the National Spatial
Development Perspective, the Anti-Poverty Strategy and the National
Industrial Policy Framework.

Our role is to customise these policies so that they address the unique
characteristics of Limpopo Province's socio — economy, and to align them to
strategies and plans of the three spheres of government and our social
partners. The framework we are proposing for the growth and development
strategy rests on four pillars, that is: poverty alleviation, employment, growth
and environmental sustainability.

Programme Director, environmental sustainability is a non — negotiable
aspect of our growth and development trajectory if we are to maintain our
environment for future generations. Environment degradation caused by
polluting industries and other factors such as poor waste management must
be dealt with as a core dimension of our PGDS. We must also utilise our
unique and pristine environment as a lever of economic growth.

This summit represents a pinnacle point in the broader process to craft a
tramework, in the form of refined PGDS, to guide the growth and
development of our initiatives and to ensure that they are aligned for
maximum impact. I therefore urge the participants here today to direct your
considerable capabilities and energies to finding innovative solutions to the
formidable socio-economic challenges confronting the district and the
province at large.

I have no doubt that we all share a vision of prosperous, no-racial, non-sexist
and democratic district.



We all share a desire to eradicate poverty so that our children do not have to
live in a province where poor and vulnerable sectors of the population
experience suffering and indignity because they are unable to meet their basic
needs.

My parting word is that “purposeful action grounded in a rigorous
strategic framework and supported by human and financial resources,
will yield the desired developmental outcomes.” That is a task for each
one of us in this house.

I once again welcome you to this summit, wish you fruitful deliberations and
looking forward to enriching constructive dialogue.

I THANK YOU, KE A LEBOGA!!



