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WELCOME ADDRESS BY THE EXECUTIVE 
MAYOR  DURING THE LIMPOPO 

PROVINCIAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT 
SUMMIT – 26  NOVEMBER 2009, BELA-BELA 

[AVENTURA HOLIDAY RESORTS] 
 

Programme Director, 

The Honourable MEC for Local Government 

and Housing,  

Executive Mayors and Mayors, 

Councillors, 

Traditional Leaders, 

Heads of Departments 

Municipal Managers, 

Representatives of SALGA, 

Representatives from various private sector 

organisations, 

NGO’s present, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
 
  
Good Morning, Goeie More, Thobela, Avuxeni, 
Nda! 
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Programme Director, It is a great pleasure for me on 
behalf of the Waterberg District Municipality to 
extend a very warm and hearty welcome to the 
participants of this important summit. 
We want to take this opportunity to thank the 
Department of Local Government and Housing for 
choosing us as the host of an event of this 
magnitude. It is a clear indication that as Waterberg 

we have the potential, capacity and “we are indeed 

on the go for growth”. 

 
This summit is held during the time when we have 

just entered into the “16 days of activism against 

the abuse of women and children” which is a 
programme that as leaders in government must 
support and seen to be driving. 
 
We should take advantage of this opportunity to 
continuously discourage those who are and  
intending to abuse our children and women. We 
must also encourage the victims of this kind of 
abuse to come out and report the culprits to the 
police. 
 
Programme Director, disasters are events that result 
on a huge impact on both humans and the 
environment. 
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 They are not always unpredictable and therefore 
require all spheres of government to be vigilant by 
putting up management plans in place. 
 
We are all aware that floods take place in valleys and 
flood plains, droughts in areas with unstable and low 
rainfall, and oil spills happen in shipping lanes.  
 
This predictability therefore provides us, as 
government with opportunities to plan for, prevent 
and also to lessen the impact of disasters within our 
areas of jurisdiction. 
 
Programme Director, I’m of the opinion that these 
summit will for the this two days extensively 
deliberate on the plans that I already alluded to and 
come up with tangible mechanisms that will assist us 
in fighting this disasters. 
 
The Municipal Systems Act and the Disaster 
Management Act clearly outlines the roles of the 
three spheres of government in dealing with disaster 
management. This pieces of legislation compels a 
municipality to develop a disaster management plan 
as part of their Integrated Development Plans.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, as the Waterberg District 
Municipality we taking issues of disasters very 
seriously that we even committed almost 70% of our 
2009/2010 Budget to disaster management.  
 
MEC, we recently opened our District Disaster 
Management Centre in Modimolle and are just about 
to open another one in Lephalale in two to three 
months time. We have also procured all the 
necessary equipments needed for the full operation 
of this centres. Our intention here is to reduce the 
occurrence of disasters and to reduce the impact of 
those that cannot be prevented. 
 
Programme Director, we deliberately, erected the 
Lephalale Disaster Management Centre because of 
the massive developments taking place within that 
area. 
 
We also quite aware that disaster sometimes exceeds 
the capacity of a local municipality or district, in this 
case province and or national will therefore be 
brought on board in coordinating and facilitating the 
responses and efforts of various other parties and 
volunteer organisations like the Red Cross which can 
also be drawn in if need arises. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, I think this summit is very 
important in that it will also assist us regarding the 
legislative requirements and procedures in declaring 
disaster areas, which will allow for resources to be 
allocated for immediate relief. 
 
Disasters are inevitable although we do not always 
know when and where they will happen. However, 
their worst effects can be partially or completely 
prevented by preparation, early warning and swift 
decisive responses. It must however, be said that not 
all disasters can be prevented but the impact or 
losses thereof can be reduced. 
 
It is up to all stakeholders, particularly the 
government to ensure that adequate policies and 
plans are put in place in order to respond swiftly and 
gather enough resources to embark on post – 
disaster reconstruction. 
 
I therefore want to take this opportunity once more 
to welcome you to the Waterberg District and wish 
you fruitful deliberations during these two days. 
 
 

KE A LEBOGA!!! 


