MAYOR’S INAGURATION SPEECH 

It is indeed an honour and privilege for me to address you. I am indeed humbled by your presence.

We have recently passed 10 years of our democratic government and have celebrated 50 years of the freedom charter, a cornerstone of our constitution.

We will soon commemorate 5 decades since the massacre of our youth in Soweto, who were mercilessly killed by the Apartheid forces who were bent on ensuring that the oppressive minority regime remains the power of the day.

We take this opportunity to dilute the youth who selflessly contributed to our freedom form the stranglehold.

Honourable Speaker

As we recall these momentous moments, it is imperative to reflect on our achievements as the ANC government in power.

Our aim when coming into power shifted from a potion of the people shall govern to taking the responsibility of creating a better life for all.

This effort of creating a better life for all is a process, which requires us to ensure that the following is achieved.

· Provide a democratic and accountable government for local communities.

· Ensure the provision of services to communities in a sustainable manner.

· Provide social and economic development

· Promote safe and healthy environment

· Encourage the involvement of community in the affairs of local government.

Despite the enormity of the challenges we face we have since 1994  provided.

· More people than ever with access to clean water and sanitation and electricity.

· More people have access to housing land  , education and health services.

· More people have opportunities to improve their lives , become educated and acquiring skills.

· The economy is growing at an alarming rate ensuring that more South African  participate in the economy and that more jobs are created and poverty is reduced.

· The interest of women , children, youth and the  physically challenged are given special attention, thus ensuring  their  participation in every facet of South African Society.

Honourable Speaker

I believe that as young developmental democracy and our  achievement in riding ourselves from the shackles of apartheid and stabling a democratic government, expanding access to basic services to all our people growing the economy and forging the concept of one  rainbow nation we indeed  on the right track to continue to strive for a better  life for all our people.

The confidence I have is aptly described by our President Thabo Mbeki in the state of the Nation Address: 3 February 2006.

Our people are firmly convinced that our country has entered its Age of Hope. They are convinced that we have  created the conditions  to  achieve more rapid progress towards the realisation of their dreams. They  are  certain that we are indeed a winning  nation.

Our achievements since 1994 are  laudable. These achievements are the result of the efforts of all our people- government the private sector, labour unions, civil society and each and every South African no matter how small their  contribution.

Honourable Speaker

Our efforts need to be  doubled in our  quest to meet our goals.

I believe that without effort we will fail because “footprints in the lad of lime are not  made sitting down”

As the ANC government we have developed a detailed programme which is strictly motivated to  ensure that we efficiently implemented our plans.

We have the responsibility as the leadership to;

· Lift our community from the doldrums of  poverty.

· To grasp the many opportunities and create jobs.

· To ensure that South Africa becomes a safe heaven for mane women, children and disabled.

· That we provide for the disabled and ensure that their passing  on is dignified .

· To provide access to all basic  services.

· To rid our society from  criminals , gangsters and corruption.

· To rid ourselves of racial and gender irregularities.

· To ensure that those people that abuse women and children are dealt with severely.

Honourable Speaker

We as the Waterberg District Municipality are faced with the very challenges stated above.

While our district is the largest land mass in the province it counts for only 9.2% of the population, 62,4% being rural.

However we have the highest percentage employed 38.1% and we have the highest gross geographic product per capita in the province, 41%, with mining being the must dominant sector.

Despite our advantage it is imperative that we are proactive and developmental in our approach.

The conducive economic indicators encourage us to adhere our social goals. Government has embarked on ways and means of implementing programmes to speed up growth, create work opportunities and fight poverty.

The three spheres of government led by Dep. President Phumzile Mlambo Ngcuka to expedite the process.

The result – Accelerated and shared growth initiative for South Africa ( Asgisa) 

ASGISA is a set intervention to promote and create conditions, for accelerated and shared growth and development.

ASGISA Focuses on:

· Building infrastructure to grow  the capacity of the  economy.

·  Boosting- sectors of the economy with special  potential  for faster growth.

· developing skills- we need 

· addressing inequalities that Marginalised the poor sector economy.

· Continuing with the policies that have created a good climate for growth.

· Making government more effective and efficient.

This focus is to ensure that the  core objective of government to halve poverty by  2014 is met.

The Asgisa  initiative focuses on a  member of economic  ranging from business  process  contributing to  dostry and  textiles.

Honourable Speaker

We at the Waterberg District Municipality are hard at work to  set the foundation for investment and economic growth.

We are currently in the process of completing the following economic sector strategies.

· Tourism Strategy 

· Mining Strategy

· Co- operative Strategy

· Poverty Alleviation Strategy

These strategies will  cultivate into the establishment of an Economic Development Agency.

Currently we have assisted the Modimolle Municipality with funds from the Local Economic Development Fund to establish the Waterberg Agricultural Tracing Programme. ( WATRAP)

The Dipudi project is currently in progress.

Numerous Co- operative have been established to breed goats. Two farms have been purchased in Mookgopong to house the core estate which will be involved in research and training.

Land to the estimate of 700 hectares has been acquired from Modimolle Municipality for goat breeding and to establish the Abattoir for the Dipudi project.

Honourable Speaker

As we deal with a developing and growing sector, the tourism sector it is imperative that we consider the transformation of this sector.

The tourism BEE Charter and Acrecard expresses the commitment of all stakeholders in the tourism Sector to the empowerment and commitment to working collectively to ensure that the opportunities and benefits of the Tourism sector are extended to Black South African as well.

It is imperative that we commit ourselves to the implementation and achievements if the objective and targets of the Tourism Acorecrad and Charter  respectively.

Our area, the Waterberg , can optly be described as an area of scenic beauty. A mosaic of exceptional landscapes, a rich an d diverse cultural heritage and prolific wildlife.

It is an area that is a sanctuary for wildlife, where the Big Five Roam freely and the fauna and flora flourish.

It is home to the Waterberg Biosphere, Nylsvlei wetlands and the Makapans Valley.

It is an area of unimaginable beauty cultural diversity, serenity, and tranquillity and peace- it is the Gateway to Africa’s Eden.

Honourable Speaker

Tourism in the Waterberg holds unbold opportunities . It is imperative that we begin to tap into its abundant resources and ensure that the historically disadvantage begin to benefit from its wealth of Tourism opportunities.

We as the Waterberg District have 1 271 909 of Game area. This comprises 69 % of total Game area in the whole of the Limpopo Province.

Approximately, we will be hosting the International Wild Life Expo in Mabatlane form the 10-13 August 2006.

It is also an appeal from  our side as the Waterberg District Municipality to ensure that we begin to  uplift and enhance  the image f our towns.

I would like to site a few examples;

· If Mabatlane is to become the home of the International Wildlife Expo it is imperative that we initiate a proactive response and begin to give the town a facelift.

· Amicably if Bela Bela is mecca to tourism it is imperative that we uplift the image of the town.

It is also important that we begin to maximise the opportunities of the 3 International renowned heritage sites via Nylsvlei wetlands, Watergberg Biosphere and the Makapans Valley halves.

In our need to exploite the potential of landmarks like the Modimolle Mountain.

In our quest to enhance tourism let us ensure that the goals and the Action Plan of the Thaba`Nchu declaration become a reality. These are:

· To get all participants to recognise the challenge faced in implementing tourism growth strategy.

· To establish South Africa as a world class destination of choice.

· To unite all role players in our resource to establish a unifying  tourism brand behind growth in  South Africa.

· To get all role players to commit to our achievements of  our tourism product, quality of service and transformation of the industry.

· To get all participants to be proud of the achievements over the last ten years of freedom and democracy and remain confident of our abilities to exceed trend achieving over the next 10 years.

Honourable Speaker

The reason why I am focusing on tourism is that we will soon be hosting the biggest sporting spectacle in the world – The 2010 World Cup.

This soccer extravaganza will boost the economy of our  country.

It is anticipated that  400 000 visitors  will descend on our houses and 3 billion viewers over 200 countries will witness this event.

The 2010 World Cup will be a good show case and will promote South Africa.

It is imperative that we gear ourselves for this event and  I believe Waterberg District Municipality and all the local Municipalities are no exception to the opportunities that we prevail.

I believe our location is ideal to capture the opportunities for this World Class event.

We need to start preparations now.

Honourable Speaker

The most important economic sector in the Waterberg District is mining.

Mining activities are concentrated largely in Mokopane, Thabazimbi, Mookgopong area and Lephalale with the other two municipalities Modimolle and Bela Bela having insignificant amounts of minerals.

The mining activities in Lephalale is concentrated mainly in the Waterberg lral fields.

Currently a multi billion road project to extract methane from this coal mine is being  explored.

In  the Mogalakwena area the mining  is mailnly based on platinum and Mookgopong  has a medium supply of  platinum but suffient amounts of tin on a medium to a large scale respectively.

Thabazimbi produces a large amount of mining sector output. The Northern area is rich with previous metals diamonds and ferrous and base metals; among the key-products are gold while sufficient amounts of platinum and nickel are found.

Overall the Waterberg coal field represent about 50% of the total coal reserves in the  country.

The advantage is that although we are far from the markets e.g Richards Bay.

Our coal deposits are deeply embedded thus the gasses such as methane gas cannot escape that early. This has resulted in the multi billion rand  methane Bed extraction project which could  significantly charge the economy  of Lephalale and have a potential impact on the Waterberg District as a whole.

Furthermore the planned extension of the Potgitersrus Platinum Mine , the extraction of methane gas from the springbok  plants and the  discovered kimberlite pipes just north  of the town of Mokopane could positively impact on the economy of the town.

Honourable Speaker

Once again the huge expansion in the mining sector would be insignificant if we do not begin to transform the industry. It is imperative as it is stated in the mining charter, to promote equitable access to the nations minerals resources to all the people of South Africa

Honourable Speaker

Our province can aptly  be described as Arid to semi Arid. The expansion of the population severely impacts on  the water resources and progressing there is less water for agriculture.

The most important field gross produced in Limpopo are cotton, maize,wheat, grain soghum, Tobacco and cotton. The most important production areas of the se and the  Mokopane area and the Waterberg area.

However livestock farming in the area is being replaced by game  farming.

Honourable Speaker

I wish to take this  opportunity to  encourage people to go  into farming  and to  continue to produce food for the nation.

I wish to emphasise that we need to ensure that all areas where there have been successful land claims  should become  workable and productive.

We need to  ensure sustainable utilisation of our land resources and engage in the various governmental programmes  to effectively produce on these lands.

I wish to emphasise that as part of the Accelerated shared growth Initiative of South Africa ( ASGISA( , the water needs have been identified as critical therefore the raising of the  flag Boshielo Dam has been complete and what is remaining  is the building of the pipeline to Mokopane.

Honourable Speaker

We are mindful of the fact that the various  sector make a big impact on our  economy, however, we are also aware that the infrastructure such as roads need to be attended to, to attract further  large scale investments.

Therefore it is imperative that we begin  to take our  cup from the Limpopo Integrated Infrastructure Development Plan and begin our  infrastructure development

Furthermore, it is imperative that all our development programmes organise with that of the provincial Growth and development strategy that the following  goals of the PGDS are met:

· Improving the quality of life 

· Promoting economic growth and job creation

· Creating institutional capacity and efficiency

· Regional economic integration

· Adding priority programmes such as HIV/AIDS , BEE and eradication of poverty.

I wish to use a quote by the former president Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela which I believe aptly describes Local Economic Development ( LED) 

“Local Economic Development (LED)is  not , something separate from the daily work of the municipality. It does not require a separate department of its own. Rather, all the activities of local government need to promote economic growth. The overriding economic  challenge for South African Local authorities is irregularity and poverty which can and should  be addressed through all the functions of the municipality ( Opening of parliament 7 February 1997)”

We are the custodians of LED and it is our responsibility to promote the leadership. We lshold become the policy maker, entrepreneurs, promoters, catalyst and lobbyist for LED. 

Honourable Speaker

HIV/AIDS still remains a scurge in our society.

Statistics has shown that line age group 25 –29 years is proving the most vulnerable to new infections .

While our prevalence rate is low in the Province compared to other are however, strong indications that infection rates are on the increase.

The impact to target tertiary and  the workforce and has a negative impact on the economy and social fabric of our society.

Let us call upon youth and all South Africans to act responsibly.

Let us call on them to practice the basic ABC rule.

Abstain

Be faithful

Condomise

It is our only hope in eradicating the menace.

Honourable Speaker

Another worrying factor is the gruesome acts  of rape and murder on our women and children.

I want to make an appeal to the South African Police Service and the Justice  System to ensure that the “Beasts” who carryout the dastardly act should be arrested and prosecuted with the highest sentence vetted out.

We cannot allow these men to  roam out streets they are menace to our future leaders and our mothers.

I wish to appeal to all “Real Men”, those who care respect and dignity. Women to speak out against the bestiality of women  and child abuse.

I also want to appeal to all communities to vigilant of such people.

Let us not leave any stone unturned to rid these beats form our peaceful and loving society.

Honourable Speaker

As we commemorate June 16 Youth Day, let us spare a thought for all the many South Africans that were made a tremendous selfless effort to ensure that we have succeeded in liberating ourselves form the shackles of apartheid.

We have made the ultimate sacrifice – there live for our freedom.

With this poem by Antjie Krog. I pay tribute to all cadres of the struggle.

Build me a land where skin (colour) does not count

Only your understanding

When not goat-face” in a parliament can haunt

And keep things permanently veramp

When I can love you

Lie next to you on the grass without the Church’s blessing

When at night with guitars we can sing together with gifts of flowers

When I am not willed to feed you with poison

As a strange in my nest 

When no divorce court

Will blind our children’s eyes

When black and White hand in hand

Can bring peace and love

In my land

Honourable Speaker

As we , the politicians and officials , conduct our work it is imperative to know that we will ensure that  good governance prevails at all times.

We will ensure that some of the following legislation is abided by:

· the Municipal Structures Act of 1998, declares the structures governing the municipality, which are bestowed with the authority to initiate developmental activities.

· The Municipal Systems Act instructs local government with developing us communities including the formation of the Integrated Development Plan ( IDP) 

· The Municipal Finance Management Act.

Which ensures secure, sourced and sustainable management of the financial affairs of the municipality.

I would like to call on the public to ensure that our participatory democracy is functional.

I urge you to participate in the ward Councils, Mass meetings, IDP fora and all government related activities.

We are a people’s government and demand your participation.

Honourable Speaker

I wish to emphasise that in a spirit of people inter governmental relations it is imperative that we co-operate with other municipalities and various government sector departments.

In this context, we are aware of the fact that a number of municipalities within our district face serious challenge in the delivery of basic services. Many do not have the capacity they need to lead economic development. Indeed, many of our municipalities are still grappling with such challenges as redressing significant levels of service delivery backlogs, as well as overcoming the problems caused by the paucity of financial management skills.

The government has also identified a number of municipalities that need intense, hands- on support, called Project Consolidate. We will also ensure our own hands-on programme, to ensure that municipalities work better, and are accountable to the community.

We will also ensure more resources and trained personnel are provided for our local government, and a programme will be introduced to train councillors and staff, and to employ more competent managers and technicians.

True to the idea that the people shall govern , the people of Waterberg will have to strengthen their own involvement in all matters of local governance, ensuring that they are in regular contact with their local representatives.

In turn, our elected representatives will have to make every effort to maintain close contact with their constituencies and that they act in a manner focused on serving the people they represent. The establishment of wards committees will open a continuous dialogue between the government and the people, so that the needs of the people become the determining factor in how service delivery happens.

Our new systems of local government comes about through an integrated approach to governance not simply at local level, but also through the integration of the three tiers of our system of co-operative governance,  so that all our representative work together at local, provincial and national level for the benefit of the people.

But all of us have a contribution to make s citizens , as organisations and as members of our communities. Achieving the vision of a better life for all depends on each one of us doing their best to succeed. That is why we have called for People’s contract to create Work and Fight Poverty.

I wish to thank all former Councillors for the sterling work they have done and for having build a solid foundation for us to continue to do the good work.

I wish them all the best in their future endeavours.

I also wish to thank the business fraternity, civic structures, all communities for their co-operation and I humbly request them to continue their excellent support. 

We are hoping that through the hard work of the new council in partnership with the people of this district, Waterberg will make the necessary progress.

They say, “The strength of a crocodile is in the water”. It is our district, our home and we shall never fail to prosper.

The people shall  govern

I thank you in anticipation

